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programmed to provide improved access to the new Wal-Mart Distri-
bution Center at PA 270 near 1-80.

Another illustration of new-paradigm thinking can be found in the
assessment of the Highway 29/45/10 Corridor in Wisconsin. Analyses
of the impacts were based on extensive interviews of a comprehensive
set of customers including residents, local business people, and trav-
elers in determining (among other things) the benefits in terms of
business competitive position and attraction of new business and tour-
ism. State officials carefully examined the trade-off between maximiz-
ing total statewide benefits and the benefits to specific localities.

At the local level, ISTEA places new responsibility on MPOs. The
capabilities of these organizations vary greatly, and many will have to
make significant improvements to function as envisioned in the act. The
planning process can act as a facilitating mechanism or a stumbling
block. It can bring new partners into the process early enough to be
constructive rather than so late that public participation becomes an
exercise in salesmanship. This may be uncomfortable for those who
have enjoyed historically defined working relationships. However, if
transportation planners rethink paradigms and subsequently the insti-
tutional arrangements that bring political, industry, and government
leaders together within a socially and environmentally responsible
community, mutual understanding and trust will be developed and the
results will be the better for it. Planners must consider, where such is
not now the case, strong business participation in MPO policy boards
or advisory committees. Their transport needs vary across time and
space differently from personal pleasure and commuting demands.
ISTEA requires that transportation improvement programs be consis-
tent with known or expected financing. Consequently, it is imperative
to involve the private sector in assessing priorities within the financial
and all other constraints early in the process. Good timing will help the
community at large to buy into the costs and benefits of transportation
decisions.

Without a doubt, the technical competencies of all planners and
analysts will be put to the test. The questions they face are tough. A
fresh perspective is likely to target areas of ignorance and demand more
information than the planning community has ever before been asked
to provide. A thorough understanding of the interrelationships be-
tween environmental goals and investment choices, for example, is
assumed by the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Are we up to the
challenge? A review of interactive transportation and land use models